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Need to Know...

Hirohito is from Japan.  

As emperor of Japan, 

he helped usher in 

democracy. 

My Five Favorite things:

•  Bonsai trees

•• Pagodas

•• Sumo wrestlers

•• Mt. Fuji

•• Japanese gardens

Foods I’ll try in Japan!t Sushi! t Miso soup!t Sukiyaki!

c

“High flying fish!”

I love chop sticks!

ISBN-13:  978-0-635-06819-4                  ISBN-10: 0-635-06819-2

Today I got to visit a new country 

and experienced all the adventures 

it had to offer!  The food, clothing, 

history, and people were sooooo 

fascinating!  I even learned a few 

unusual  local customs!  It didn’t 

take long before I felt like a “local” 

and began using new words I had 

picked-up along the way!

The next time someone says “It’s 

Your World...Where Do You Want 

to Go?” I know exactly where I’ll 

choose!

TTFN (ta-ta for now!)

CY

An IslandCountry ofEndless Intrigue! An IslandCountry ofEndless Intrigue!

Hey! It’s the 
Kinkakuji Temple!

Do you want to go?

7 10430 06680 39 780635 068194
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 Japan has a truly fascinating history!  The earliest known people, the Jomon 
Culture, were displaced by today’s Japanese ancestors about 2,300 years ago.  These 
new migrants organized themselves into small kingdoms.  By about 500 C.E. they had 
become one kingdom and were ruled by an emperor.  The emperor claimed that he was 
descended from the sun goddess.
 Although the emperor was the absolute ruler, he held no real power.  The power 
belonged to the aristocracy.  Civil war broke out between ruling clans, and a military 
regime was installed.  This regime was ruled by a shogun (the Japanese word for 
“general”), and a new class of warriors called samurai arose.  The samurai protected 
and fought for the rulers of Japan.  Sometimes they even gave their lives for them!
 The last family of shoguns was called the Tokugawa clan.  In the 1600s, these 
rulers expelled all foreigners, with the exception of a few Dutch and Chinese traders.  
Japan remained isolated from the rest of the world until the 1850s.

In the Beginning…

Crosswords!
Use your new knowledge to fill in the crossword puzzle.

Across
4  The __________ claimed to  
     be descended from the sun
     goddess.
5  The last family of shoguns  
     was the __________ clan.

Down
1  Japanese warriors were 
     known as __________.
2  The earliest known
     people were from  
     the __________ Culture.
3  The head of the military
     regime was called this.
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 Have you ever seen a Japanese bonsai tree?  Once you 
do, you won’t forget it!  These amazing tiny trees are grown 
in containers and trimmed continually so they remain small.  
The word “bonsai” means “tray-planted tree.”
 Growing bonsai is a popular hobby in Japan.  It is an 
example of the respect that the Japanese have for living 
things.  It is also an expression of what they consider 
beautiful.  It is much more involved than growing potted 
flowers and takes a lot longer—years, in fact!
 The Japanese create bonsai trees from ones that grow 
in their country, like plum trees, cherry trees, pine trees, or 
maple trees.  Growers do not let a bonsai tree grow more than 
three feet tall.  The trees require continual trimming and 
shaping.  Growers must also take them out of their pots, trim 
the roots, and put them in new pots from time to time.  
 Bonsai trees can live for more than 100 years!  Families 
often pass them down through generations.  What a beautiful 
gift to keep in the family! 

The Beautiful Bonsai!

Draw Me!
Get out your 
crayons.  Draw 
a bonsai tree 
of your own 
design.
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 Dynasties ruled China for more than 4,000 
years!  What is a dynasty?  It is a  series of rulers 
who belong to the same family.
 The first Chinese emperor was Qin Shi 
Huangdi.  Leadership in dynasties passed from 
father to son or to another male member of the family.  Dynasties ended when someone 
from another family defeated the current ruler.  Historians believe that there were 
about 13 dynasties, with the last one ending in 1912.
 The last dynasty was the Qing.  Although it ruled for almost 300 years, it was not 
as powerful as other dynasties.  Foreign countries occupied parts of China.  The Chinese 
people were unhappy with the government.  The Chinese people called for revolution 
and defeated the last emperor of China in 1912.  

Crosswords!
Use your new knowledge to fill in the crossword puzzle.

Across
2 Dynasties ruled China for over
    ________________years. (2 words)
5 _________________ countries  
    occupied parts of China during the  
    Qing dynasty.
6 Leadership in dynasties passed to
    _____________ family members.

Down
1 The leader of a dynasty was the
    __________________.
3 Qin Shi ________________ was
    the first emperor.
4 Until 1912, China was ruled by
    ___________________.

Ancient China
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 The Chinese people don’t just read words.  They 
look at the way the words are written.   Handwriting 
is considered the “fingerprint” of someone’s thoughts!  
 This attitude toward handwriting came with 
the invention of paper during the Han Dynasty.  The 
Chinese believed that the written character revealed 
a person’s inner character.  Every movement made by 
a writer could be seen on the paper.
 Smooth and bold writing might mean the person is courageous.  Sloppy 
characters could indicate a lazy person.  “Calligraphy” means “beautiful writing,“ and 
the Chinese consider calligraphy to be the highest art form.  
 Calligraphy, poetry, and painting are called the “Three Perfections” in China.  The 
Chinese believe that this combination is the height of artistic expression.   It is also the 
sign of an educated person.  As a result, more people practice these arts in China than 
in the West.  They often use all three on a single work!  

  Cool Calligraphy! 

What are you 
thinking?
Use your imagination 
to write your name 
in a way that tells 
something about your 
character.  Are you bold 
and adventurous?  Shy 
and timid?  How might 
that look? 



Need to Know...

…Gandhi is from India.  

He was a civil rights 

activist who  

practiced non-violent 

civil disobedience.

My Five Favorite things:

•  Elephants

•• Taj Mahal

•• Bengal tigers

•• Sari

•• Kho Kho

Foods I’ll try in India!t Chapati! t Basmati rice!t Dal!

c

So many windows!

My favorite lunch!
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Today I got to visit a new country 

and experienced all the adventures 

it had to offer!  The food, clothing, 

history, and people were sooooo 

fascinating!  I even learned a few 

unusual  local customs!  It didn’t 

take long before I felt like a “local” 

and began using new words I had 

picked-up along the way!

The next time someone says “It’s 

Your World...Where Do You Want 

to Go?” I know exactly where I’ll 

choose!

 (ta-ta for now!)

CY

Land of Six Sensesand Intriguing Mystery! Land of Six Sensesand Intriguing 
Mystery!

Hey! It’s the 
Taj Mahal!

Do you want to go?

7 10430 06674 29 780635 068132

9 0 0 0 0

MEETS STATE AND NATIONAL STANDARDS
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 Civilization has existed in India since approximately 2600 B.C.E.  One of the 
earliest known Indian civilizations inhabited the Indus River Valley.  Cities of the 
Indus River Valley were made of brick and stone.  They also contained water wells and 
drainage systems which were some of the most sophisticated of the ancient world.  This 
civilization eventually declined and ended by 1700 B.C.E., due to a lack of available 
water.  
 The Aryan civilization, which described itself as “the noble ones,” controlled 
India from about 1700 to 1000 B.C.E.  The Aryans were a tribal people who were ruled 
by a war-chief, or raja (king).  Invading from northern lands, they controlled India after 
successfully conquering all of the Persian territories.
 From the 17th century to the middle of the 20th century, India was ruled by 
the British Empire.  Led by Mahatma Gandhi, India finally gained independence from 
Britain in 1947.

Ancient History

Crosswords!
Use your new knowledge to fill in the crossword puzzle.
Across
3. The word raja means _____.
4. One of the earliest civilizations was found  
 in the __________ River Valley.
5. India was led by Mahatma  __________ and  
 gained independence from Britain in 1947.

1

2

5

6

3

4

H

S

I

A

Down
1. From the 17th century to the middle of the 20th   
 century, India was ruled by the ______ Empire.
2. The Aryans conquered the ________ territories.
6. The _______ civilization ruled India from  
 1700 to 1000 B.C.E.
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 Do you like to play with puppets?  Indians have 
loved puppetry for many years.  In the early days, 
puppets in India were based on characters in Hindu 
mythology and used to tell their stories.  Flat and 
usually made of leather, they were carved with a lot of 
detail.  After they were finished, they were hung on a 
rope behind a see-through screen made of cloth.  The 
bright light from an oil lamp was used to project them 
onto the screen and a puppet show was created!
 Before the start of television or movies, shadow 
puppetry was a popular form of entertainment in India. 
Puppeteers and their families traveled from village to 
village to perform their shows.  All family members 
would participate in the performance of the puppet 
show, providing voices for each male, female, and  
child character.  Music was also an important part of 
the performance. 
 While movies and television have replaced shadow puppetry in most parts of 
India, there are still festivals that use the art form today!   

A Leathery Performance!

Write your own 
puppet show!
Get out your pencil 
or pen. Write a brief 
fictional story that 
could be performed 
using puppets!
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