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Top Fast South 
American Facts!

Important facts to remember about South America:

• Close to 380 million people live in South 
America.

• South America is Earth’s fourth largest 
continent.

• South America is home to the largest tropical 
rainforest in the world.

• South America’s highest point is Cerro 
Aconcagua in the Andes Mountains,  
Argentina.

• South America’s lowest point is the    
Peninsula Valdes, 150 feet below sea level.

• In addition to twelve countries, South   
America includes three territories:  the 
Galapagos Islands, French Guiana, and the Falkland Islands.

• Spanish and Portuguese are the two most-spoken languages on the continent.
• The major religions are Roman Catholicism and Protestantism.
• The kind of money used depends on the country.  Here are some examples:  

Argentina (Argentine peso), Bolivia (Bolivian boliviano), Brazil (Brazilian real), 
and Ecuador (U.S. dollar).

Now, you figure out the rest!

1. South America has many natural  ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____, among   

 them oil, iron, and copper.

2. The Italian explorer Amerigo Vespucci was the first to suggest that South America 

 was not part of the  ____ ____ ____ ____  Indies.

3. Isla de Pascua, part of Chile, is also called Easter  ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____. 

4. The  ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____  Ocean is east of South America.

5. The Tropic of  ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____  runs through Chile, 

 Argentina, Paraguay, and Brazil. 

6. Brasilia is the capital city of  ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____.
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•  South America is located in three hemispheres: western (100 percent), southern (most), 
 and northern hemisphere (top).
•  South America is made up of twelve countries:  Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia,   
 Ecuador, Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
•  Of all the South American countries, only two —Paraguay and Bolivia—are landlocked.
•  South America is surrounded by the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.  It only connects to other  
  land at the country of Panama, a small isthmus nation in Central America.
•  South America is west of the continent of Africa and south of North America.
•  The southern tip of Argentina is close to Antarctica!
•  The Amazon River is the largest river in South America.  It starts in Peru, runs through   
 Brazil, and empties into the Atlantic Ocean.
•  The Andes Mountains span several South American countries, including Argentina,   
 Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Venezuela.
•  The climate is wet and rainy in the rainforests, a dry desert in parts of Chile, and 
 cold in the Andes Mountains.

Where in the World
Is South America?

Do You Know?
1. In February, Brazilians celebrate: 
a. Carnaval     b. Mardi Gras    c. Lunar New Year    d. Easter

2. Ecuador is a South American country. In Spanish, Ecuador means:
a. equal     b. equator    c. equestrian
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 Machu Picchu is known as “The Lost City of the Incas.”  It is the most visited 
tourist site in Peru!  Built around 1450 during the Inca Empire’s most successful 
time, the city was abandoned when the Spanish invaded South America.  The jungle 
grew around it and hid Machu Picchu from view.  In 1911, an American archaeologist 
discovered the ruins of this once magnificent city.  Today, tourists flock to the site to 
experience its magic first hand!   

Machu Picchu,
A Site to See!

Machu Picchu 

means “Old Peak” 

in the Quechua 

language.

One of Machu 

Picchu’s primary 

functions was that 

of astronomical 

observatory.

More than 500,000 people visit Machu Picchu annually.

 The Inca built temples 

to honor the spirits 

that resided in the 

sun, the moon, the 

earth, mountains, 

rivers, rocks, trees, 

and wind. 

Create your very own travel pamphlet.   
Concentrate on an area that interests you.  Perhaps 
you enjoyed learning about the people, or maybe it 
was the monuments that interested you.  Fold a piece 
of paper into three sections.  This will give you six 
areas on which to put information.

My
Favorite
Place
to
Visit!

To the Inca, the world and its environment were sacred. “Pachamama,” Mother Earth, cared for them, and they in turn were responsible for her care!
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Soccer—A Way of Life  
in South America

 Soccer, or futbol or futebol, is the grand passion of South America.  Whether 
it involves just a kid kicking around a soccer ball in a field or a world-championship 
match, South Americans love all aspects of the game.  In fact, the first World Cup Soccer 
game was played in Uruguay, a South American country. 
 Soccer is a relatively simple game.  It requires a goal, a ball, and enough room to 
play the game.  England is considered 
to be the birthplace of soccer as we 
know it today.  Soccer first arrived 
in South America through British 
contact.
 American kids play many 
sports, like baseball, basketball, and 
football.  Kids growing up in South 
America play only soccer and watch 
only soccer on television.  Even as 
adults, South Americans continue to 
watch and talk about soccer.  Soccer 
to a South American is more than a 
sport.  It’s a part of everyday life!

Figure it out!
Figure out the answers to these questions about South 
American football.

Brazil has 
won the FIFA 

World Cup five 
times!

1. If a football match is made up of two   
 45 minute halves with a 15 minute half   
 time, how many minutes will a fan be   
 in the stadium for a match?  
 How many hours?
 

2.  Your favorite soccer team won 8 out of   
 12 games this season. What percent   
 of the games did they lose? 

Fast Fact:
Brazilian soccer 
player Pelé has been 
called the greatest 
footballer of all time.
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Need to Know...

Guillermo González  

Camarena is from  

Mexico.  He invented  

the color television.                     

My Five Favorite things:

• Frida Kahlo

••Teotihuacan   

••Mayan Ruins

••Sombroros

• Mexican beaches

Foods I’ll try in Mexico!t Salsa! t Mode sauce!t Churros!

c

Ancient ruins!

Dip into the salsa!

ISBN-13:  978-0-635-06821-7                  ISBN-10: 0-635-06821-4

Today I got to visit a new country 

and experienced all the adventures 

it had to offer!  The food, clothing, 

history, and people were sooooo 

fascinating!  I even learned a few 

unusual  local customs!  It didn’t 

take long before I felt like a “local” 

and began using new words I had 

picked-up along the way!

The next time someone says “It’s 

Your World...Where Do You Want 

to Go?” I know exactly where I’ll 

choose!

 (ta-ta for now!)

CY

A Colorful Land of Exotic Culture!
A Colorful 

Land of Exotic Culture!

Hey! It’s 
Chichen Itza!

Do you want to go?

7 10430 06682 79 780635 068217

9 0 0 0 0

’ ’

MEETS STATE AND NATIONAL STANDARDS
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• Mexico borders Belize, Guatemala, and the United States.
• The capital city of Mexico is Mexico City.
• Mexico’s coastline borders the Caribbean Sea, the Gulf of Mexico, and the North   
 Pacific Ocean.  
• Mexico’s total land area is 1,923,040 square kilometers (742,490 square miles). 
• Mexico borders four U.S. states—Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and California.
• The Pico de Orizaba, Mexico’s highest mountain peak and North America’s highest   
 volcano, is 18,619 feet above sea level.  
• The Chihuahuan Desert is larger than the state of California and stretches across   
 six Mexican states, as well as parts of Texas and New Mexico.  It is the largest desert   
 in North America.   
• The Baja California Peninsula lies between the Pacific Ocean and the Gulf of    
 California.    

Where in the World 
Is Mexico?

Do You Know?
1. Most traditional Mexican cuisine is based on the use of this grain: 

 a. wheat  b. corn c. oats d. rice

2. This U.S. state was a part of Mexico until 1846:  
 
 a. Massachusetts   b. Ohio     c. California   d. Florida  



Page 14
© Carole Marsh/Gallopade International • www.gallopade.com • It’s Your World:  Mexico

 The Mexican people love wildly colorful art and their 
colorful artists!  One of Mexico’s most famous artists is 
Frida Kahlo.  She painted striking, sometimes shocking 
images that told the story of her short and troubled life.  
Originally known as the wife of another famous Mexican 
artist, Diego Rivera, Frida Kahlo became famous around 
the world for her own work!   Many of her paintings 
pictured Frida herself wearing traditional Mexican  

costumes.  Frida’s creative style included the 
use of bright colors and symbolism.  
 Frida was born in Coyoacan, Mexico, in 1907.  Frida lived 
with a lot of pain in her early years.  She contracted polio when she 
was 6, which left her right leg weak.   In 1925, a trolley car collided 
with the bus she was riding.  Her painful injuries required many 
surgeries.  She spent many months recovering.  While she lay in 
bed, she painted self portraits using a specially-designed easel and a 
mirror installed over her bed.  
            Frida died in 1954.  She was only 47.  Since her death, her 
work has been displayed in museums all over the world!

Colorful Character!   

Word Play
Frida Kahlo expressed 
her feelings in her 
paintings.  Express 
yourself by using the 
letters of her name to 
make as many words 
with three letters or more 
as you can.

______________________ ______________________

______________________ ______________________

______________________ ______________________

______________________ ______________________

______________________ ______________________

______________________ ______________________

______________________ ______________________

______________________ ______________________

______________________ ______________________

______________________ ______________________

______________________ ______________________

Frida Kahlo

Frida Kahlo
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 The official language in Mexico is Spanish.  Spanish is one of the romance 
languages.  Spanish nouns are considered either feminine (la) or masculine (el). 

 Habla español?

Match it up!
Below are some common Spanish phrases or words.  See if you can match them to the 
English word.

Are you 

talking to me?

cat

red

girl

blue

thank you

paper

dog

boy

hello

airplane

?

azul

rojo

el gato

el chico

la chica 

el papel

el perro

el aeroplano

gracias 

hola
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